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POPULAR VOTE ON 13 
JUNE 2021

• Hemp uses no pesticides

• Hemp does not pollute water

• Hemp does not contribute to CO2 global 
emissions



THE FUTURE OF CANNABIS 
REGULATION IN SWITZERLAND

• ~2022 - Pilot trials with cannabis

• https://www.bag.admin.ch/bag/en/home/gesund-
leben/sucht-und-gesundheit/cannabis/pilotprojekte.html

• ~2023-2025 - Parliamentary Initiative n°20.473 -
Regulating the cannabis market to better protect 
youth and consumers

• https://www.parlament.ch/en/ratsbetrieb/suche-curia-
vista/geschaeft?AffairId=20200473

https://www.bag.admin.ch/bag/en/home/gesund-leben/sucht-und-gesundheit/cannabis/pilotprojekte.html
https://www.parlament.ch/en/ratsbetrieb/suche-curia-vista/geschaeft?AffairId=20200473


FEDERAL OFFICE FOR AGRICULTURE
[01.01.2021 – CHANGES]

From 01.01.2021, the following applies: The agricultural production of hemp is

allowed, provided it isn’t classified as a narcotic. All provisions of the seed legislation

relating to the production and sale of hemp seed and seedlings are repealed

EU-catalogue
• Low-THC and Low-CBD strains

CH-”no”catalogue

• High-CBD <1%THC strains

• more CBD per m2 -> higher CBD value per m2

• Good for medical / recreational, novel food



FEDERAL FOOD SAFETY 
AND VETERINARY OFFICE 
[CURRENT]
Hemp (Cannabis sativa L.): Not a novel foodstuff

• Hemp seeds;

• Hemp seed oil;

• Hemp seed flour;

• defatted hemp seed.

For these products it could be proved that they were already used as 
foodstuffs in the EU prior to 15 May 1997. Accordingly, they are not 
subject to authorisation.

Cannabinoids, in particular cannabidiol (CBD)

Up to now a significant degree of consumption of the individual substances of the 
cannabinoids as a foodstuff prior to the 15 May 1997 has been proven neither in 
Switzerland nor in the EU. Therefore, the following substances are judged as 
novel foodstuffs:

• Cannabinoids from hemp plants (Cannabis sativa L.);

• Cannabinoids from any other plant that contains cannabinoids;

• Synthetically produced cannabinoids.
20mg/KG = 0,002 %



LEGAL FRAMEWORK 
[21.04.2021 UPDATES]

• CBD is a medical molecule

• Ok in Epidiolex®

• Ok in Magistral recepture

• CBD is not approved

• Not possible as novel food



SWISS MARKET DEVELOPMENT

https://trends.google.fr/trends/explore?date=2011-01-01%202020-12-31&geo=CH&q=CBD,Cannabis,THC,Cannabis%20m%C3%A9dical

https://trends.google.fr/trends/explore?date=2011-01-01%202020-12-31&geo=CH&q=CBD,Cannabis,THC,Cannabis%20m%C3%A9dical


SWISS CANNABIS MARKET
CBD FLOWERS CURRENT FOCUS

https://www.thehigherpath.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/11/vaporizer-2.jpg
https://www.openaccessgovernment.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Design-MIGHTY.jpg
https://images.squarespace-cdn.com/content/v1/5b55f2d0f93fd451bf030382/1616086422796-6S4DKR6826YKOM5ENIO4/ke17ZwdGBToddI8pDm48kGUNamObyUMLjAeWltsTSMlZw-zPPgdn4jUwVcJE1ZvWQUxwkmyExglNqGp0IvTJZUJFbgE-7XRK3dMEBRBhUpwZ3FMSBrAx70rDcZ6hDjkrOLXRHT3MSzJhel_flICtnzPOBexfkPLKi244X9X7NDE/Pinene_Terpene_3.jpg


SWISS CANNABIS MARKET 
CANNABINOIDS CURRENT FOCUS
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https://sensiseeds.com/blog/wp-content/uploads/2012/12/endocannabinoid-system_EN.jpg
https://www.cbdivine.com/uploads/b/66465dd0-cf4b-11e9-a0f6-2d393146cf16/ECS.jpg
https://homesteadandchill.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/how-to-decarboxylate-cannabis-chemical-reaction.jpeg


SWISS HEMP MARKET
OTHER FOOD AND COSMETICS



AGRICULTURAL FOOTPRINT
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INDUSTRIAL ACTORS



HEMP INDUSTRY STAKEHOLDERS

Group Label Normalize Control* Regulate
-> voice -> customer focused -> industry focused -> authorize & audit -> political actions

*medical only



STAY INFORMED

• Federal Office for Agriculture (FOAG) 
• https://www.blw.admin.ch/blw/en/home/nachhaltige-produktion/pflanzliche-produktion/hanf.html

• Federal Office of Public Health (FOPH)
• https://www.bag.admin.ch/bag/en/home/gesund-leben/sucht-und-gesundheit/cannabis.html

• Cannabis-Consensus
• https://cannabis-consensus.ch/

• Swiss hemp industry association
• https://ighanf.ch/en/

• Swiss medical cannabis network
• https://cannabis-therapeutics.ch/blog/

https://www.blw.admin.ch/blw/en/home/nachhaltige-produktion/pflanzliche-produktion/hanf.html
https://www.bag.admin.ch/bag/en/home/gesund-leben/sucht-und-gesundheit/cannabis.html
https://cannabis-consensus.ch/
https://ighanf.ch/en/
https://cannabis-therapeutics.ch/blog/

