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Current state, visible changes

Hungary's total apple growing area is approximately 20,000
hectares.

» Almost half of them are 20 years old or older.

» About 5000 hectares of medium condition (central axis shape,
MM106,M26 subjects, 4 m x 1,5 m)

» 5000 hectares of intensive production area (super spindle or 2D shape,
M9 and new subjects, 2-3,5m x 0,8-1,5 m)

- continuous development in the last 10 years

Reasons for development:

* mechanization due to labor shortage

 due to market, the goal is: better plantation structure, better light
supply, higher quality, higher average yield

« for the prevention of weather and plant protection problems, as well as
for crop safety: plantation modernization, irrigation development

Source: FruitVeb, 70s in Hungary



Year 2024 in numbers

* 20.344 ha (apple)
e 4.513 Growers—> small farms

* The most significant area 1s the eastern part of the
country, Szabolcs’ county (15.039 ha)

* Low yield (similar to 2022)

e 270-300 t. tons of yield (60% of last year, less than
need)

70 tons of fresh apples (low prec.) 42l 113 735 >
* only 20% of fresh apples receive SmartFresh 126 ke
treatment (postharvest) 133

* 220 tons of industrial apples

© Microsos ft, OpenStreetMa ;;
Source: TERA, own edition



Apple data 2017-2024 in HU
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What happened in 2024?
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The number of BUT! = the
frosty days is flowering period

decreasing was moved

(meteorological forward by
data) almost 1 month

* *
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May-June: rainy
weather: risk of
infection

Spring drought
(soil and
atmospheric)
also worsened
fertility
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March-April:
significant frost
damage during

flowering

Summer: heat
wave, high UV
radiation:
"apples are
fried on the
tree" - crop
loss

After flowering,

there is arainy,

low-light period
- bad crop
connection

@

Harvest ended a
month earlier 2>
less quantity 2>
smaller fruit
size




Over the past 6 years, the number of damage-causing ice detections in
Europe has tripled

A 4

The number of notifications increased: in neighboring countries by 140%,
in Hungary by 55%.

y

It can be seen that the nationwide ice damage mitigation system functions
well, but is not effective against supercells (their number is increasing).
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In 2024, 20.130 ha of frost damage were reported in Hungary, of which

y

7.200 ha of apple frost damage were reported (36 %). = The spring frost
IS 86% of this.

A 4

Solution: subsidies for prevention, increasing the damage mitigation fund
(EU and national)

Frost and hail
damages
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CAP support - HU ('23-27) /HCA calculation Hektar Forint Eurd

Alap jovedelemtamogatas 3 171839 441

CAP Support In — e

Fiatal gazda kiegészitt jovedelemtamogatas

I I 2 O 2 3 2 7 /Young farmers additional support
u n g a ry - Ujraelosztd tamogatas (redisztributiv) 3 93 480 240

/Redistributive support . - -
COU p I ed Su ppo rt abo ut 450_600 Agro okologiai program (AOP)
EUR/hektar/ growe r/ year Ultetvények/plantation subsidy (organic, optional) 3 94473 242

Termeléshez kotdtt tamogatasok /Coupled direct aid schemes

Novénytermesztés fplant production aid

Call for proposals (intensity rate 65-85 %0o)

* planting, irrigation and protection systems
(allocation 24 mrd HUF) Hektar Forint Eurd

Extenziv gyumolcsiiltetvény felhasznalast tamogatas 1 I[ 62121 I[ 159

» development of storage facilities, energy
Investments, modernizations, post harvest
(allocation: 50 mrd HUF)

+ development of small factories (with 5-10.000 |

standard output), support to help small producers
catch up (allocation: 24,9 mrd HUF) Forint Eurd

https://www.nak.hu/kap2023# 896 695 2302

Intenziv gylimaolcsiltetvény felhasznalast tamogatas 2 250940 746
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Producer and Consumer prices

APPLE PRICES (HUF/KG, KSH)

«f=Average market price (Ft/kg)

«f»producer purchase price (Ft/kg)
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The price of apples is increasing, but
there iIs a spectacular difference
between the producer and market
average price of apples.

In 2024:
Producer prices: 80-100 HUF/kg
—> production costs: 75 - 120 HUF/kg

Consumer prices: 550-600 HUF/kg

Disorganization and the lack of a single
market can be seen in sales



The purchase of apples:

The agreement must be concluded
in writing due to legislation

—> over 200 tons, until August 1,
fixed price

—> predictability, transparency

—> is checked by the authority, in
case of deviation a serious fine is
Imposed
- 2024: ,,good prices”:

- 81-82 HUF/kg

If we look at the average price of

the last few years (33,5 HUF/kQ)

and calculate the production costs
for different cultivation areas, the
deficit is clearly visible.
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B crop (thousand tons) . pice of apple juice (Ft/kg)

industrial apple

Average yield (t/ha) 10 20 35-40

Production cost 53,3 43.3 38,4
HUF/kqg

Data: FruitVeB and own edition
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Year 2024 in numbers

1.813 ha (pear) - decreases (2015:

2879 ha) v
Traditional varieties: Vilmos, Bosc ’?
Kobak, Packham’s Triumph, ":,
Conference, ect. " e

Yield: 15-30,000 tons/year = The ‘ o
lowest yield in 10 years this year 2

7
49, 59

Typically industrial processing 89,0
Import: 6-8,000 tons/year 37 a5 156
Export (if any): 100-800 tons/year

12,5

20,1

195,6 19,5

In connection with the weather: » e 1233
Phytosanitary problems (Psylla |

pyrisuga, plant protection product
withdrawal)

32,8

31,2

Source: TERA, own edition Szolgaltaté: Bing
© Microsoft, OpenStreetMap
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Production
level
Indicator

Domestic average
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Consumption habits - own processing
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profitability




COﬂCIUS'On Sectoral problems in summary:

e old, outdated plantations: market reorganization

e small farms: there is no uniform commodity base

e weather damage

e high production costs

¢ lack of integrated cold storage capacity (compelled to sell)

Development suggestions:

e plantation modernization = higheryield, better return

¢ integration of producers (joint expert advice, procurement of raw materials,
sales)

e development of modern storage and packaging plants (regional)
e market research, market acquisition
e development of sector development support systems (EU and national).

Conclusion:

e There is a market. There is a market demand.
e We have to find our place and our role in it.




Thank you for your
attention!
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