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The World of Organic Agriculture 2018
www.organic-world.net

• The 20th edition of ‚The World of 
Organic Agriculture‘, was published 
by FiBL and IFOAM – Organics 
International in February 2019.

• Data tables, maps and infographics
• Country and continent reports
• Milestone lists
• Markets, standards, policy support
• www.organic-world.net
• Supported by the Swiss State 

Secretariat for Economic Affairs, 
International Trade Centre, Coop 
Sustainability Fund, 
NürnbergMesse, and IFOAM –
Organics International
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• The Swiss State Secretariat of 
Economic Affairs SECO, Berne

• International Trade Centre ITC

• Sustainability Fund of Coop Switzerland

• Nürnberg Messe, the organizers of the 
BioFach World  Organic Trade Fair

• IFOAM – Organics International

• 200 experts from all parts of the world contributed to the FiBL survey 2019
* See also disclaimer on last page of this slide show
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Growth of the organic agricultural land and organic 
share 1999-2017
Source: FiBL-IFOAM-SOEL-Surveys 1999-2019

Growth of the organic agricultural land 1999‐2013
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World: Growth of organic farmland by continent 2017
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The ten countries with the highest increase of 
organic land 2017
Source: FiBL survey 2019
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World: Organic agricultural land 2017:  Top ten countries
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The countries with the highest shares of organic 
agricultural land 2017
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Eurostat on SDG indicator 2.4.1: "Proportion of 
agricultural area under productive and sustainable 
agriculture"

• The indicator “Area under organic farming” can be considered as part of global SDG 
indicator 2.4.1 "Proportion of agricultural area under productive and sustainable agriculture".

• While organic farming is not explicitly mentioned in the Agenda 
2030, the EU considers organic farming as a method of 
production, which puts the highest emphasis on 
environmental protection and, with regard to livestock 
production, animal welfare considerations. It avoids or 
largely reduces the use of synthetic chemical inputs such as 
fertilisers, pesticides, additives and medical products. 

• The indicator measures the share of total utilised agricultural area (UAA) occupied by organic 
farming (existing organically-farmed areas and areas in process of conversion).

• https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/cache/metadata/en/sdg_02_40_esmsip2.htm
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How has the EU progressed towards SDG 2?

https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/sdi/key-
findings
https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/web/products-
catalogues/-/KS-02-18-827
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Where do the other stand?

Indicator European Union World

Organic area
share

7.2% 1.4%

Countries with
> 10% organic 
farmland

29% (8 countries) 8% (14 countries)

Countries above
average

46% (13 countries) 32% (58 countries)

Countries with
> 1 %

100% (28 
countries)

41% (74 countries) 

10 year growth +67% +102%
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ORGANIC PRODUCERS 2017
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2.9 Mio 
producers

The country with the most organic 
producers is India, followed by Uganda 
and Mexico.

More than 84% of the producers are in 
Asia, Africa, and Latin America.

The five countries with the largest numbers 
of organic producers 2017

Distribution of organic producers 
by region 2017

Development of the number of organic 
producers 1999-2017

India

Uganda

Mexico

Ethiopia

Philippines

40% 
in Asia

+1’300% 
since 1999

There has been an increase in the 
number of producers by almost 
127’500, or over 5% since 2016.

Source: FiBL survey 2019  www.organic-world.net – statistics.fibl.org
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Growth of organic retail sales worldwide
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Source:  FiBL surveys 2000-2019
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Europe and European Union: Growth of the Organic 
Market 2004-2017
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Europe and European Union: Development of retail sales  
2000-2017
Source: FiBL-AMI Surveys 2006-2019, OrganicDataNetwork Surveys 2013-2015
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Europe:  Area growth versus retail sales growth
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Figure: Distribution of retail sales in Europe and 
worldwide
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Source: FiBL-AMI survey 2019
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Europe: Organic market shares
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Organic retail sales by channel
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Organic marketing channels (AT, CH, DE, DK, FR, IT)
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Where do you want to buy organic food?
(Agence Bio 2018)
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Denmark: The kitchen project 
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European Union: Development of land use types
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Permanent grassland

Permanent crops

Arable land crops

24



www.fibl.org

European Union: Use of organic agricultural land 2017 
(total: 12.8 million hectares)
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11%
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Distribution of main land use types and 
crop categories 2017
Source: FiBL survey 2019; based on information from the private sector, 
certifiers, and governments.
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Global organic arable land by region and crop group

Europe
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Distribution of organic 
arable land by region 2017
Source: FiBL survey 2019
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Source: FiBL survey 2019
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Global organic permanent crop land by region and crop
group

27

Europe
33%

Africa
26%

Latin 
America

20%

Asia
17%

Oceania
3%

North 
America

1%
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Source: FiBL survey 2019

Coffee
18%

Olives
18%

Nuts
13%

Coconut
8%

Grapes
8%

Cocoa
8%

Fruit, 
tropical/ 
subtrop

8%

Other
19%

Use of permanent cropland 
by crop group 2017
Source: FiBL survey 2019



www.fibl.org

Organic fruit of temperate climate zones
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Organic vegetables
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Imports

30
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Destination European Union: Who are the big
exporters?
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other
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Imports into the EU in metric tons

Top ten exporters to EU (Total export volume in MT > 3 
million MT) 
Source: Traces/European Commission 2019
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European Union: Distribution export volume by 
country
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European Union: Distribution of top exporters to the EU 
based on organic export volume in MT   
Source: Trace/European Union

32



www.fibl.org

European Union: Distribution of imports by continent

Latin America; 
1'201'101; 37%

Asia; 909'222; 28%
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20%

Africa; 275'980; 8%

North America; 
200'576; 6%

Oceania; 24'156; 
1%

European Union: Distribution of into EU-exporting 
continents based on export volume in MT   
Source: Trace/European Union
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Imports to the European Union 2018
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World: Distribution of imported products into the EU 
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Organic imports of «Fruit, fresh or dried» to the 
European Union 2018

15'594.0

3'840.0

3'994.0

5'147.0

12'955.0

13'199.0

14'616.0

16'845.0

30'401.0

30'522.0

0 10'000 20'000 30'000 40'000

Other

South Africa

US

Morocco

Ukraine

Serbia

Chile

New Zealand

Turkey

Argentina

MT

Organic imports of fruit to the European Union 2018
Source: European Commission/Traces
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Organic imports of fruit to the European Union 2018
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Summary for crops in the European Union 

Fruit, temperate
Area
› Ca. 100’000 ha
› = 7.8 % of total area
› = 50 % of global 

organic area
Production
› At least 390’000 MT
› Top EU countries: Italy

and Germany
Imports
› Ca. 150’000 MT
› Top countries: 

Argentina, Turkey
Domestic consumption
• About one third

imported?

Tropical fruit
Area
› Ca. 14’000 ha
› = 8.9 % of total area
› = 5% of global organic 

area
Production
› At least 93’000 MT
› Top EU countries: Italy

and Spain
Imports
› Ca. 790’000 MT
› Top countries: Ecuador, 

Dom Rep,
Domestic consumption
• Approx 90% imported?

Fresh vegetables
Area
› Ca. 160’000 ha
› = 6,8 % of total area
› = 25% of global 

organic area
Production
› At least 1’300’000 MT
› Top EU countries: Italy

and France
Imports
› Ca. 148’000 MT
› Top countries?
Domestic
consumption
› 10 % imported?

Source: Eurostat, national sources /DG 
Agri/Traces
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Organic market share of total retail sales for selected 
products 2017

39

Austria Denmark France Germany Switzer-
land

Bread & bakery products 3.4% 8.% 4.9%
Eggs 21.6% 32.6% 29.6% 21.% 26.6%

Fresh vegetables 15.3% 20.4% 6.3% 9.7% 23.1%
Fruit 10.9% 18.8% 7.7% 7.8% 13.9%
Milk and dairy products 11.1% 4.4% 12.9%
- Butter 10.6% 16.4% 5.6% 4.5%
- Cheese 9.6% 5% 1.6% 4.7% 6.7%
- Milk 18.5% 31.6% 12.7% 12.1% 16.7%
-Yoghurt 13.9% 18.6% 6.9.% 8.1%
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Conclusions

• The organic area and market continues to grow at a fast pace in Europe 
and worldwide.

• Currently production is growing faster than in the past, thus the potential 
is there to meet the demand of the market better. Imports play an 
important role for many European countries. 

• In some countries, the organic market shares have reached around 10 
percent or even more; for individual products they can be even higher.  

• In most countries, general retailers are the most important and fastest 
growing marketing channel.

• Food service needs to be developed – Denmark is a good example.
• For fruit and vegetables, imports are supplementing the 

domestic/European offer – on the market these products reach shares 
that are above average

• More and better data are needed – DG Agris new import data are an 
important step forward!
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Thank you very much for your
attention!
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WORLD: ORGANIC RETAIL SALES 2017

USA

Germany
France

China

Italy

Canada

Switz…

Sweden

Other

World
approx.

92 billion €

North America 
almost

43 billion €

288€
are spent per 

person in 
Switzerland 
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Market share in %

Distribution of retail sales value 
by country 2017

The five countries with the largest 
markets for organic food 2017

The five countries with the highest 
per capita consumption 2017

The five countries with 
the highest organic shares of 
the total market 2017

Italy

China

France

Germany

US

Austria

Luxembourg

Sweden

Denmark

Switzerland Denmark

Sweden

Switzerland

Austria

Luxembourg

13.3% 
of  the 

food market 
in Denmark is 

organic

The largest single market is the 
USA followed by the EU (34.3 
billion €) and China. By region, 
North America has the lead (43 
billion €), followed by Europe 
(37.3 billion €) and Asia.

The countries with the largest 
market for organic food are the 
United States (40 billion €), 
followed by Germany (10 billion €), 
France (7.9 billion €) and China 
(7.6 billion €).

Switzerland has the highest per 
capita consumption worldwide, 
followed by Denmark and 
Sweden.

The highest shares the organic 
market of the total market is in 
Denmark, followed by Sweden, 
Switzerland, Austria, and 
Luxembourg.

Source: FiBL survey 2019  www.organic-world.net – statistics.fibl.org
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ORGANIC FARMLAND 2017
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1.4% of the 
world’s farmland 

is organic

World 
69.8 
Mio ha

Australia 
35.6
Mio ha

In Oceania there were 
35.9 Mio ha, in Europe 
14.6 Mio ha, and in Latin 
America 8 Mio ha.

The ten countries with the 
largest organic agricultural 
areas have combined 79% 
of the world’s organic 
agricultural land.

Distribution of organic 
agricultural land by region 2017

The five countries with 
the largest areas of organic 
agricultural land 2017

Top five countries with more than
10 percent of organic agricultural 
land 2017

Growth of the organic 
agricultural land 1999-2017

Argentina

China

Spain

USA

Australia Liechtenstein

Sweden

Estonia

Austria

Samoa

+533% 
since 1999

Percentage

14 countries have 10% or 
more of their agricultural 
land under organic 
management.

In 2017, over 11.7 million 
hectares more were 
reported compared with 
2016.

Source: FiBL survey 2019 www.organic-world.net – statistics.fibl.org
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European Union: Organic vegetable production and 
imports

Country
Organic_
production in MT

% of total 
production

Austria 0.0
Belgium 31'889 1.4
Bulgaria 6'026 0.9
Croatia 1'403 0.7
Cyprus 1'559 1.3
Czech Republic 1'541 0.6
Denmark 0.0
Estonia 619 1.0
Finland 4'612 1.7
France 0.0
Germany 299'493 8.2
Greece 40'941 1.3
Hungary 15'047 1.4
Ireland 4'072 2.3
Italy 252'255 1.8
Latvia 2'028 1.1
Lithuania 2'736 1.5
Luxembourg 0.0
Malta 11 0.0
Netherlands 239'154 5.0
Poland 50'627 0.9
Portugal 0.0
Romania 3'188 0.1
Slovakia 447 0.4
Slovenia 1'478 1.5
Spain 323'273 2.3
Sweden 0.0
United Kingdom 42'967 1.8

1'325'366 2.0

In 2018, almost 150’000 metric tons
of fresh an processed vegetables
were imported into the European 
Union. 
Eben though data for the EU organic 
vegetable production (1.3 million
tons) are
a) Incomplete
b) From 2017
c) Do not include processed

vegetables
it may be assumed that about 10 % 
of all organic vegetables
consumed in the EU are imported. 
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European Union: Organic temperate fruit production
and imports

In 2018, almost 150’000 metric tons
of  fresh or dried temperate fruit
were imported into the European 
Union. 
Even though data for the EU’s
organic temperate fruit production
(almost 400’000 million tons) are
a) Incomplete
b) From 2017
c) Do not include dried fruit
it may be assumed that up to one
third of all organic temperate
fruit consumed in the EU are
imported. 

Country

Organic
production in 
MT % of total Imports

Austria
Belgium 6'960 1.2
Bulgaria 7'725 4.2
Croatia 3'123 4.2
Cyprus 1'037 11.3
Czech Republic 4'235 2.9
Denmark
Estonia 165 2.8
Finland 346 5.3
France
Germany 96'958 8.4
Greece 6'659 0.5
Hungary 6'737 0.9
Ireland 221 1.0
Italy 155'550 3.0
Latvia 1'429 13.1
Lithuania 4'221 5.7
Luxembourg
Malta 0 0.1
Netherlands 9'688 1.4
Poland 15'655 0.4
Portugal
Romania 12'108 1.0
Slovakia 2'132 9.0
Slovenia 93 0.1
Spain 40'112 1.4
Sweden
United Kingdom 11'203 2.2
Total 386'357 1.7 147’00
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World: Distribution of organic retail sales 2017
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North 
America

47%

Europe
41%

Asia
10%

Oceania
1%

Latin 
America…

Global market: Distribution of retail 
sales value by region 2017
Source: FiBL-AMI survey 2019

USA
44%

EU-28
37%

China
8%

Canada
3%

Switzer-
land
3%

Others
5%

Distribution of retail sales by 
single market 2017
Source: FiBL-AMI survey 2019
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World: Distribution of organic retail sales 2017
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USA
43%

Germany
11%

France
9%

China
8%

Italy
3%

Canada
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Switzer-
land
3%

Sweden
3%

Other
17%

Global market: retail sales value 
by country 2017
Source: FiBL-AMI survey 2019,

Germany
27%

France
21%Italy

8%

Switzerla
nd
7%

Sweden
6%

United 
Kingdom

6%

Spain
5%

Austria
5% Others

15%

Europe: Distribution of retail 
sales by country 2017
Source: FiBL-AMI survey 2019
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Organic exports 

329
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629

891

1'049

1'200

1'915

2'981

0 500 1'000 1'500 2'000 2'500 3'000 3'500

Denmark

Peru

Mexico

Canada

France

Spain

China

Netherlands

Italy

United States…

Million euros

Organic exports:  Top countries 2016
Source: FiBL-AMI survey 2018 based on national data sources
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World: Development of land use types in organic 
agriculture 2004-2017
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Development of the organic land by land use type 2004-
2017
Source: FiBL-IFOAM-SOEL-Surveys 1999-2019

Permanent grassland

Permanent crops

Arable land crops
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World: Use of organic agricultural land 2017 
(total: 69.8 million hectares)

Arable land 
crops
17%

Permanent 
crops
7%

Permanent 
grassland

69%

Other/No 
details

7%

Distribution of main land use types and 
crop categories 2017
Source: FiBL survey 2019; based on information from the private sector, 
certifiers, and governments.

Land use types 2017
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Background:  FiBL’s data collection on organic 
agriculture in Europe

• Annually, the Research Institute of Organic Agriculture FiBL collects data 
on key indicators of organic agriculture in European Union such as area, 
production and trade data among national data sources (for trade data) 
and Eurostat (for area, production and operator data; Eurostat 2018). 

• Data are compiled in a MySQL database, and quality checks are carried 
out following the ORMACODE of the EU-funded OrganicDataNetwork 
(OrganicDataNetwork et al 2014), much of which is based on Eurostat’s 
Statistics Code of Practice (Eurostat 2011). 

• Checks include the comparison against the previous year, the 
neighbouring countries, and the overall total. In case of inconsistencies, 
data providers are asked for clarification. 

• FiBL publishes the data annually in collaboration with IFOAM - Organics 
International in a statistical yearbook (Willer & Lernoud 2018). 
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Resources

• «The World of Organic Agriculture» at www.organic-world.net
• Slides and infographics at www.organic-world.net
• Twitter.com/fiblstatistics
• Interactive data tables at statistics.fibl.org
• Interactive maps at www.organic-world.net
• Interactive map Organic in Europe at www.ifoam-eu.org

55
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Statistics.FiBL.org
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Presentations at www.organic-world.net
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Interactive map http://www.ifoam-eu.org/en/organic-
europe
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www.twitter.com/fiblstatistics
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www.organic-world.net/statistics/statistics-data-
tables/maps.html
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Organic retail sales growth 2000-2017
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Switzerland: Shares of organic products 2017
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Contact

Helga Willer and Julia Lernoud
Research Institute of Organic Agriculture FiBL
Ackerstrasse 113 / Postfach 219
5070 Frick
Switzerland
Phone +41 62 8657-272
Fax +41 62 8657-273
info.suisse@fibl.org
www.fibl.org
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